White slavery narratives -stories about white women forced into prostitution -played an important role in the construction of racial distinctions in the early twentieth-century.
During her trial, the prosecutor characterized Belle Moore as a depraved trafficker in white girls, while her defense attorney assailed the morality of the investigators.
The grand jury investigation and the trial of Belle Moore illustrate how the creation and maintenance of racial boundaries depend upon gendered and sexualized depictions of social actors. In People vs. Belle Moore, attorneys and journalists drew upon sexual stories and stereotypes to characterize the trial participants as threats to, or protectors of, the 'white' race. This trial represents a general process of racial boundary construction whereby perceived moral distinctions become inseparable from racial ones (Lamont 2000) . The discursive fields of sexuality and gender -where humans negotiate the meaning of sexual practices and the definitions of authentic masculinity and femininity -directly shape institutionalized forms of racial inequality.
1 Organized efforts to curb sexual immorality often embody struggles over social class and the During the 1920s, the category 'Caucasian' emerged to absorb groups that were previously considered racially distinct, making the Italians, Jews, and Irish 'white,' and making the demarcation between 'colored' and 'white' more absolute. 3 The broader category of Caucasian emerged during the first two decades of the twentieth-century in response to a host of demographic and political factors, including the first wave of African Americans migrating to Northern cities from 1900 to 1930. The whitening of different immigrant groups such as the Italians and the Irish created a stark dichotomy between the categories 'colored' and 'white'. Jacobson (1998, pp. 110-111) argues that during the 1920s 'A complex system of races had given way to a strict scheme of black and white, which itself implied an absence of race on the white side and a presence of race on the black'. New anti-miscegenation laws, immigration restrictions, and heightened residential segregation accompanied these changes in racial thinking (Davis 1991; Lopez 1998).
Sex, Gender, and the Cultural Creation of Racial Boundaries
In attempting to account for historical changes in racial categories, scholars have called attention to the 'structural' basis of racial taxonomies, highlighting the enduring and institutionalized aspects of otherwise arbitrary systems of difference. A dominant thread in the scholarship on race considers race in structural terms, both as a structure itself (Bonilla-Silva 1997) and as a product of social structural change, such as shifting labor markets, immigration patterns, and the unequal possession of socio-economic power (Allen 1994; Ignatiev 1994; Roediger 1991 Roediger , 1994 . In an attempt to find a materialist cause of racial categorizing, structuralist accounts tend to reduce racial formation to class formation (Allen 1994; Ignatiev 1994; Roediger 1991) or to a semiautonomous racial 'system' (Bonilla-Silva 1997).
These perspectives offer an indispensable, yet limited, account of racial formation. Moral distinctions are an essential component of objective boundaries between socially stratified groups (Lamont 2000). People perceive material differences in symbolic terms and, in turn, these distinctions help perpetuate material inequality.
Thus, the creation of racial boundaries includes a powerful cultural dimension that is intimately connected to social structural forces (Lamont 1999, pp. ix-xii). A historical examination of how people culturally respond to large-scale social change moves us toward conceptualizing race as a boundary-making practice instead of viewing it as an inevitable outcome of structural dynamics. The approach offered here interrogates how people create, defend, and close ranks around their classifications; it explores the historical and cultural process of 'group-making' (Loveman 1999; Wacquant 1997).
The boundaries that demarcate racial groups depend upon ideologies that justify segregation, interracial sexual prohibitions, and other forms of social separation.
Scientific theories of race that developed in the nineteenth-century gave racial categories a powerful foundation by invoking the authority of scientific truth. In the nineteenth-century, ideologies of blood purity shaped new forms of racial thinking (Foucault 1984; Stoler 1995) . Racial ideologies upheld the supposed naturalness of race based on ideas of lineage and descent; we belong to a particular race if only because our parents belong to that race. In this way, racial categories relied upon an image of the family as a unit of racial belonging. Struggles for 'racial purity' exemplify the boundary work required of racial formation. To maintain racial boundaries, racial formations mobilize ideologies of gender, sexuality, and reproduction -deeming racial outsiders as sexually dangerous and racial insiders as racially restorative. While the mythical bond between race and blood gave racial formations new authority and power, it also made them vulnerable to different sexual and gendered practices.
Constructing categories understood as 'racial' requires regulating sexual intimacy within and between groups. The management of women's sexuality is particularly important for making racial categories because women can create babies and 'bloodlines' that others see as an expression of racial purity or impurity (Liu 1994; Stoler 1995 Stoler , 1989 . Scholarship on race must carefully consider the intersection of race, gender, and sexuality because racial group-making depends upon specific ideas about who men and women can associate with, have sex with, and produce children with. Sexual identities and practices form a 'substructure' of social life that helps define and reinforce racial hierarchies and regimes (Nagel 2000).
Efforts to control inter-racial association are built upon race-based stereotypes of sexual desire and proclivity. Narratives of sexual perversity and danger clarify the boundaries of racial groups, allowing people to speak of a collective 'us' as opposed to a 'them'. Sexualized representations of outsiders not only give a symbolic basis for group identity, but they provide a rationale for inter-group violence and coercive social separation. For example, stories about animalistic black men raping white women provided a rhetorically powerful justification for lynching in the post-Reconstruction varying degrees of success, four types of sexual actors: the white slave, the white slave procurer, the New Woman, and the bohemian.
White Slaves and Racial Purity
The Rockefeller inquiry intended to uncover evidence of white women forced into prostitution. Investigator George Miller testified that during his first meeting with Belle Moore he told her 'I don't want colored girls. I want white girls, girls weighing less than one hundred pounds, not more than one hundred ten at most, must be naturally good looking, well built and be able to get twenty or twenty-five dollars in any The facts revealed during the trial did not substantiate the District Attorney's claim that Moore trafficked in innocent girls. In fact, the two 'girls' that Moore sold to undercover investigators were experienced prostitutes over the age of twenty. At the trial, the alleged victims shocked courtroom observers with their age and demeanor.
Alice Milton 'confessed to 23, and looked the part, despite a cluster of brown curls, which she carefully arranged on either shoulder as she entered the room' (New York When police failed to find the eleven year-old girl after conducting a thorough search, 
George Miller, the Bohemian
Although racial projects often focus on women's sexuality, cultural understandings of race and masculinity shape and constrain men's practices as well.
Reports of race suicide enjoined white men to act on their sexual desires exclusively The physical location of different racialized groups was also an important factor in the
